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Down To The River 

Notes to conductor
After a lyrical introduction, the tempo should lock in at measure 8 where the 

tempo is indicated as quarter note = 120. Feel free to adjust this slightly so that 
the entire ensemble plays with a strong subdivision and the parts align across 

sections. The subdivision should be a focal point throughout the entire piece as 
there a many arco to pizzicato transitions. 

Since all sections get to play the melody, I would recommend teaching your 
students the G pentatonic scale (G,A,B, D and E) so they have both the sound 

in their ears and muscle memory engaged in their left hands.

Accompanying parts should compliment the ensemble sound without 
overpowering the melody. Please free to adjust the printed dynamics to allow 

the melody to shine through at all times.

Arranging this classic melody was a true joy for me! I hope your students have a 
wonderful time studying the piece and bringing it to life in performance.

Michael Kamuf
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 26   28       

 32        36   

 38             
 44     46 pizz.

       

Down To The River
VIOLIN I

American Folk Song
Arranged by Michael Kamuf (ASCAP)

© 2026 Mike Kamuf Music
All Rights Reserved  



 50              54  
 56             

62 arco

 63             
 69

  70         
 

 75        80


    

 83             88

 89            

 95 
96


          

 102     104          

 109      
112           




VIOLIN I - 2  



   1 Smoothly  = 92

                 rit.




  8   
Spirited!   = 120

pizz.

          
12  

 14               
    

20           

 26   arco
28       


 32       36   

 38       
   pizz.

  
 44        

46

      
 50              

54

 

Down To The River
VIOLIN II

American Folk Song
Arranged by Michael Kamuf (ASCAP)
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All Rights Reserved  



 56            arco  

  62          

 68     70        

 74          
    80

            

 86        88      

 92      
96

     

 98           

  104             

 110    
112         




VIOLIN II - 2  



   1 Smoothly  = 92

                 rit.




  8   Spirited!   = 120
pizz.

          12  
 14               
    20           
 26   arco

28       

 32       36   

 38      
   pizz.

  
 44        46       
 50              54  

Down To The RiverVIOLA

American Folk Song
Arranged by Michael Kamuf (ASCAP)

© 2026 Mike Kamuf Music
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 56            
arco  

  62          

 68     70        

 74          

    80


          

 86        88      

 92      
96


    

 98           

  104             

 110    
112          

VIOLA - 2  



   1 Smoothly  = 92                 
rit.




  8   
Spirited!   = 120

pizz.

          
12  

 14               
    

20           
 26   

28
arco       


 32

      
36

  

 38       


   pizz.

  
 44

       
46

      
 50              

54

 

Down To The River
VIOLIN III (VIOLA TC) American Folk Song

Arranged by Michael Kamuf (ASCAP)
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 56

           
arco  

  62          

 68     70        

 74          
    80

           

 86        
88      

 92       96

     

 98           

  104             

 110    
112

         



VIOLIN III (VIOLA TC) - 2  



   1 Smoothly  = 92               rit.




  8  Spirited!   = 120
pizz.

        12  
 14            
   20          
 26  arco    28       

 32          36  

 38          
 44       46         

 50         54  

Down To The River
CELLO

American Folk Song
Arranged by Michael Kamuf (ASCAP)

© 2026 Mike Kamuf Music
All Rights Reserved  



 56          

   62           

 68       70        

 74  
  pizz.      

   80

          
 86      88      
 92      arco    96    

 98                 
   104               
 110        112                  

CELLO - 2  



   1 Smoothly  = 92               rit.




  8  Spirited!   = 120
pizz.

        12  
 14            
   20          
 26  arco    28       

 32          36  

 38          
 44       46         

 50         54  

Down To The River
STRING BASS

American Folk Song
Arranged by Michael Kamuf (ASCAP)

© 2026 Mike Kamuf Music
All Rights Reserved  



 56          

   62           

 68       70        

 74  
  pizz.      

   80

          
 86      88      
 92      arco    96

 
 

 98                 
   104               
 110        

112

                 

STRING BASS - 2  


